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National Divorce Congress Ends Its Labors — Bill Will Be Urged on 
Various State Legislatures. — The National Congress on Uniform Di- 
vorce Laws ended its work after having adopted, with few changes, 
the entire uniform divorce bill as originally drafted by the committee 
appointed at the first meeting held in Washington. 

The meeting was closed by Bishop William Doane, of Albany, who 
said the congress should be set aright before the public, because the 
people might get the idea that all causes approved by the congress 
should exist in every state. He explained that the congress merely, 
drafted a law contaimng the principal causes recognized in a majority 
of states. These causes he hoped to see decreased. 

The sections of the divorce bill adopted were No. 4, covering the 
causes for divorce from bed and board. They are adultery, bigamy 
at the suit of injured party to first marriage, conviction and sentence 
of two years for crime, extreme cruelty on the part of husband or 
wife to such an extent as to endanger life of either or render co- 
habitation unsafe, willful desertion for two years, habitual drunken- 
ness for a like period, hopeless insanity of the husband. 

No. 5, which provides no decree shall be granted if suit has been 
brought by collusion or if one party has procured or connived at 
oflfense charged, or if one party has condoned it or has been guilty 
of adultery not condoned. 

No. 6, which relates to jurisdiction to be acquired by personal serv- 
ice in actions for annulment or divorce, and is aimed to m.inimize 
migratory divorces; also that hearings and trials must be public and 
had before a court and not before a master or referee. 

The remaining sections and articles refer to proof, the impounding 
of records, which shall not be allowed; rules for decrees and appeals, 
together with th* legitimacy of children. 

The most radical action which the congress was asked to take, but 
which was defeated, was the incorpora^tion of a provision requiring 
judges to turn over evidence in suits to the prosecuting attorney for 
action against the party to the divorce for the crime or offense on 
which the decree was granted. 

The committee which drafted the original bill will remain in ex- 
istence and use its efforts to have the bill passed by the various state 
law makers. 



The Effect of Appeals. — The number of cases reversed in appellate 
courts has long attracted pubHc attention. At a time when there is 
a widespread desire to extend the activity of government to matters 
which have been left to private enterprise, it is certainly worth while 
to notice how efficiently governmental agencies discharge the duties 
which must of necessity be imposed upon them. 

In a paper read before the American Bar Association it was stated 
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that in the State courts of this country the proportion of new trials 
to cases reviewed runs to more than forty per cent. In other words, 
more than two out of five cases appealed are reversed. The last 
volume of the Texas Court of Criminal Appeals shows that out of 
167 appeals ninety-four were reversed. Of thirty-three capital cases 
twenty-two w«re reversed. The writer who furnishes these data 
warns us that Texas is not worse than other States in this respect. 
There are numerous other data given on the subject which need not 
be recited in detail. 

Now two theories are possible, to account for the numerous re- 
versals that occur in all the States. It may be that the trial judges 
do not know enough law to enable them to do much better than guess 
at it. For when more than forty per cent, of the cases are reversed 
there is not a great advantage ov«r pure guesswork. One who 
guessed at the law in every case would, according to the doctrine of 
chances, guess right in half the cases, or in fifty per cent., inst«ad of 
forty. On tihe other hand, we may take the position that the appellate 
courts are too technical, and that they reverse a great many cases in 
which justice has been done, and which ought rightly to be affirmed. 
It is practically certain that in some cases the trial courts err, while 
in others the appellate courts are to blame. Which is responsible for 
IJhe largest number of reversals it would be difficult to say. It is, 
however, apparent that the quest of justice in the courts is a painful 
and uncertain process, and that there is really no reason why public 
officers should be relied on to take charge of private business. — 
Louisville Courier-Journal. 



Sun Time Held to Be Legal.— The Texas State Supreme Court last- 
month rendered a decis-ion that solar time, and not railroad or standard 
time must govern in all legal proceedings. 

The case was that of the Texas Tram and Lumber Company, which 
applied to the Supreme Court for a writ of mandamus against L. B. 
Hightower, judge of the District Court at Beaumont, to compel him 
to render a judgment upon a verdict in its favor. 

The jury brought in a verdict in the company's favor three minutes 
past midnight, as measured by standard time, or fifteen minutes before 
midnight, solar time. The trial judge held that the term of court 
expired at midnight, standard time, and he refused to enter judgment. 
The Supreme Court granted the injunction on the ground that solar 
time governs the courts. 



